Friends of Harnham Slope (FOHS)

Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2012 in the Communal Lounge of the Sheltered Housing Complex, Norfolk Road, Harnham
Present:  Barry Wilkins – Chairman (BW); Caroline Lewis- Secretary (CL); Christine Beales (CD); John Beales (JB); Paul Dorey (PD); David Fountain (DF); Lesley Fountain (LF); Val Goodenough (VG); Jeanne Hawkins (JH); Geoff Kennedy (GK); Titch Kennedy (TK); Les Lipscombe (LL); Nicola Lipscombe (NL); Ali Rasey (AR); Pam Rouquette (PR); John Vickerman (JV); Dee Yeatman (DY)
	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	
	Mike and Pam Pointer
	

	2
	Minutes of meeting held on 23rd January 2012
	

	
	· Minutes of meeting held on 23rd January were approved.
	

	
	· Most action points cleared.
	

	
	· GK was now taking forward Team Leader training with Derek Gard, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.
	GK

	
	· Signage was now being taken forward as part of the Vision work.
	LL/BW

	3
	Presentation by John Vickerman
	

	
	· JV gave a very interesting and informative presentation on his bird survey.
	

	
	· There followed a very lively discussion and question and answer session.
	

	
	· The survey recommendations would be incorporated into the Slope Vision, where appropriate.
	LL/BW

	
	· JV kindly agreed to help progress the recommendations and  comment on the Vision, as time permitted.
	JV

	
	· BW thanked JV for his time,effort and expertise in producing both an excellent report and extremely informative presentation. 
	

	4
	Update on National Badger Day
	

	
	· Ali Rasey reported that Martin Noble, from the Hampshire Badger Group, would be able to lead an event on 6th October on the Slope.
	

	
	· The event would take place during the day and was likely to incorporate a walk on the Slope, information on issues around TB etc.
	

	
	· Members agreed that it would be appropriate to combine the badger event with the planned planting event.  Planting would take place on the morning of 6th October (assuming the grant application was successful), with the badger event in the afternoon.
	

	
	· AR agreed to lead on publicity etc for the badger event, to also incorporate information on the planting.  BW to liaise with AR.
	AR/BW

	
	· AR also reported that she was still trying to progress a May dawn chorus event for the Slope.  However, if there was no success in finding a leader by 5th April, this event would not go ahead.
	AR

	5
	Update on Vision for the Slope
	

	
	· BW reported that a paper had been prepared following the brainstorming session at the last meeting.  The draft had been circulated to FOHS members for comment.
	

	
	· The revised draft was then discussed at a meeting with Salisbury City Council (SCC) and Wiltshire Council.  It was very well received and fully supported by the Councils. 
	

	
	· The draft was now being developed further, to include more detail on e.g. location of new glades, viewpoints, sites for sign boards, etc.  This would be available in the autumn.
	LL

	
	· BTCV now had a service level agreement with SCC, and were happy to undertake any work that FOHS required, stemming from the to be agreed Vision and associated Action Plan. 
	

	
	· BW formally thanked LL for preparing the draft paper and for agreeing to take the draft forward.
	

	6
	Any Other Business
	

	
	· None.
	

	7
	Next FOHS meeting and work day
	

	
	· BW proposed that the next meeting (which would include the AGM) be deferred to May, as information for the AGM would not be available until early May.  This was agreed.
	

	
	· Date of next meeting therefore agreed as Monday 21st May, 7.30pm.
	

	
	· BW also proposed that the April work day be cancelled, as a number of members had already indicated that they would not be available, and it was also not yet clear what activities should now take priority from the existing Action Plan.
	

	
	· It was agreed that the May work day on Saturday 12th May would incorporate a walk around the Slope, to identify priority actions for the summer months, whilst no thinning/cutting back could be undertaken.
	


